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. who was for the 7 Bill in the Laſt. 
SIR, e 7 peel / A- than 7 
OU cannot but know well, upon what account the Teſt= 
Act came into ſo much credit as it hath had with you 
and others; as if on the Preſervation thereof, the Safety of 


the whole Proteſtant Religion, and of the Church of England eſpe- 


cially does depend. It aroſe out of doubt from that Eſſay and Buſtle 
King James made to take it away, who was ſo earneſt in cloſeting 
Peron, and in uſing all the Endeavour he could to get a Parlia- 


ment to do it, which made us, out of fear, hold it the faſter. 


It was not for letting in Diſſenters into Offices, tho he was for 
luring all Partys to his aim, but it was for his beloved Papiſts ſake. 
It was not the impoſing the Sacrament according to the Liturgy, 
but the impoſing the Oath of Supremacy, and the renouncing 
Tranſubſtantiation, upon all Perſons permitted to have Offices, that 
moved him ſo much for repealing that Act. 

There is no ſuch ſtreſs therefore to be laid on the Teſt now, as 
there was then: Neither are there any now for taking off the Teſt, 
to the end King James had in it. Ve are not for letting Papiſts into 
Offices, and bringing Popery into Dominion. We are ſtill for impo- 
ſing the Oaths of Fidelity ro the Queen, and renouncing Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, on all that have Offices; but we are againſt the making 
the Sacrament to be neceſſary thereunto. We are not for a total Re- 
peal of that Act, but of that Clauſe only, and indeed for this reaſon, 


| becauſe of the Sin and Scandal that is in it.“ 


To do a thing whereby accaſion is given to another to ſin and ruin 
his Soul, is properly Scandal. . The Teſt-A&, that makes receiving 


the Sacrament to be neceſſary to qualify a Man for Civil and Milirar 


Offices, does give occaſion to all Perſons that have Offices, whether 
Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts, to- come to the Sacrament to this 
end, tho they be never ſo profane, and never elſe would come at 
all; and fo they fin, and by eating and drinking their Damnation, 
ruin their Souls. This Clauſe therefore of the Teſt-A& ought to be 


taken off, Scandalum eſt diftum vel faftum (and here is ſtatutum, which 


is dictum and factum) minus rectum, prebens alteri (and here is prebens 
multis) occaſionem ruing. - 5 SOR 

As for the Occaſional Bill which was on foot laſt Parliament, it 
had the Title of, 4 Bill for preventing Occaſional Conformity, which is 
this Sin of receiving the Holy Sacrament only for an Office ; and 
there is therefore ſo much of Religion and the Cauſe of God in it, as 


may induce many Members of both Houſes (the Biſhops eſpecially) to 
| revolve and conſider two things that were in it. The one that was 


pretended, and made the ſhew; the other which was intended, and in. 
earneſt ſought, e Spa 


That pretended, and according to the Title (as 1 have now ſaid) 


was the preventing Occaſional Conformity, the receiving the Sacra - 
ment only for an Office, which is indeed an Evil, -and (a Evil) ge 
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prevented. And ſeeing a Pretence hath bin made of it, che righ« 
sous God and good Men may expect it, and many of both Houſes 
not endure to have God mocked, and ſo much ſhew and ſtir made, 
come to nothing. If this Work then be not deceitfully done (which 
if it be, will bring a Curſe) the Sin muſt be prevented in all Per- 
ſons, the Conformiſt as well as Nonconformiſt, and that can be no 
otherwiſe ſo effectually done, as by taking off the Sacramental Teſt. 

That which was intended, is the excluding Diſſenters from Offices, 
which if it be but fairly offer d, this one Bill (call'd the Occaſional 
Bill) ſhould be made two, for elſe no clear and unconfus'd Judg- 
ment can paſs on the matter. The putting theſe two things together 
is ſuch a Conſolidation or Tack, as is not to paſs (at leaſt with the 
Lords) in one and the ſame Bill. „ 

Of theſe two Bills then, the firſt ſhould be, 4 Bill to prevent 
the Profanation of the Holy Sacrament (and by the means, and only 
means aforeſaid) which if it were ſeparately propos'd, would more 
than probably paſs into an Act, becauſe no Chriſtian Lord or Gentle- 
man could find in his heart to allow willingly the Profanation of it, 
or be unwilling that God ſhould be honour'd, and his Cauſe prevail. 
The other ſhould be, A Bill to prevent the Danger which may ariſe to the 
Church or State, in letting Diſſenters into Offices: And the ſole Point 
of Debate here muſt be whether indeed there be any ſuch Danger as 
| is ſuppos d in it? That is, whether it be E Re publica (for the good, 
and moſt for the good of the Government) that no Perſons but ſuch 
as go alwaySto Church, and never to Meetings, be admitted to 
Offices, yea or no? If it be made to appear to be, there is a Prin- 
' Ciple or Ground in Polity, which is the Supereminens Dominium that the 
Supreme Authority of every Nation hath in every thing for the Pub- 
lick Good, which taking place de Jure Privatorum, would juſtify that 
Excluſion : But if thatcannot be made to appear, there is none elſe 
that is ſufficient, there is no other. 3 

It is in vain to lay down Axioms of Polity, which are of mens 
own making, and then argue thereupon. Such are theſe, There is 4 
State-Religion in every Nation : And it is fit thoſe only have Offices that are 
f that Religion, Therefore the Diſſenters in this Kingdom are to have 
no Offices, but to be turn d all out. This will not do, Sir; for the 
Proof ariſes from ſuch Arguments as are but Feminine, amounting to this 
only, It is ſo; But why is it? They ſay it: That is, I is, becauſe it is. 
Leet thoſe therefore that have their ſtrong Reaſons, bring them 
forth, and their Experiences (if they have them) to ſhew. that any 
Prejudice hath befaln the Church or State by the Diſſenters being ad- 
mitted into Offices in all this time, from the firſt Year of the Reign 
of oy William to this fourth Year of the Reign of this-Queen, if they 
can: If t 
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